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Making community grants

By Mike Trigg
EPA Today Contributor

Many local nonprofits bene-
fit tremendously from com-
munity-based grant making
organizations. Environmental
Volunteers, a nonprofit on
East Bayshore Road, has
been educating children and
adults about our local envi-
ronment since 1972. The

nonprofit teaches over
10,000 K-8 students each
year.

This year, Environmental
Volunteers is continuing its
mission with a collaborative
program with the Marine
Science Institute to offer
combined bay ecology and
marine ecology programs in
area classrooms. Funded in
part by a $5,000 grant from

the Palo | toleadour
Alto Com- programs,
munity Fund i they serve
(PACF), this | as role
initiative wil models
deliver demon-
hands-on | strating
. : the im-
investiga- portance
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cooperative ‘i thropy
learning to Ll SN - and civic
students i ¢ Volunieers.excursion.  SNIAgE-
East Palo - ment.”
Alto starting in February. Environmental Volun-

"This grant lets us reach out

and engage with students
directly in their classroom
setting,” explained Allan
Berkowitz, Executive
Director of Environmental
Volunteers. "Not only do stu-
dents gain an understanding
and appreciation of their
local ecosystem, but
because we use wlnteers
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teers isn't alone. Several
nonprofit organizations in
the East Palo Alto area
also received news last
May that they were recipi-
ents of grants from PACF.
The organizations, which

include Art in Action,
BUILD, Canopy, Collec-
tive Roots Garden

Project, Each One Reach

One, the International
Institute, Nuestra Casa,
and Youth Community

Service, were part of over
$165,000 in grants that
PACF provided this year
to fund local programs.
"We were very pleased
to be able to support so
many wonderful nonprofit
programs in East Palo
Alto this year,” comment-
ed Kathy Schniedwind,
co-president of PACF.
"This year's grants helped

fund a wide variety of
diverse programs that are
critical across the greater
Palo Alto area, including a
visual arts project, youth
leadership training, family
counseling, business
training, and a tree-plant-
ing campaign.”

The Palo Alto Com-
munity Fund was estab-
lished in 1979 with the
mission of helping to
grow, sustain, and use its
endowment to improve
the quality of life in our
community. With a phil-
anthropic endowment of
over $4 million, PACF
provides annual grants to
local nonprofit organiza-
tions serving Palo Alto,
East Palo Alto, Menlo
Park and contiguous com-
munities.

PACF funds organiza-
tions and projects as
diverse as our community
- encompassing arts and
culture, community devel-
opment, education, envi-
ronment, health, and
social services. Since
1979, PACF has awarded
more than $1.2 million to
over 130 local nonprofit
organizations.

"Every year we make a
concerted effort to identi-
fy the most interesting
and worthwhile projects

being led by nonprofit
organizations in our com-
munity,” said Cammie
Vail, Executive Director of
PACF. "One of our main
goals is to increase the
size of our endowment, so
we can increase our
annual funding levels for
local philanthropic pro-
grams."

PACF's emphasis on the
local community sets it
apart from other charita-
ble foundations. Last
year, PACF evaluated
over 70 grant applications
and selected 23 organiza-
tions that represent a
diversity of local causes.
As the endowment has
grown, the proceeds have
enabled PACF to increase
its annual grant making,
creating a perpetual
impact on the local com-
munity.

More information about
PACF, including online
donations and applica-
tions for nonprofits inter-
ested in applying for
grants, can be found on
PACF's web site,
www.paloaltocommfund.o
rg or by calling 650-687-
5026.

Mike Trigg is on the
Advisory Board of the
Palo Alto Community
Fund
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Join Canopy and EPA Got Trees! at these FREE October events
for fun, T-shirts and snacks

THACUGH JANUARY & 2at, Oct. 13:  The Miracle of Community Trees

91100 am East Palo Alto City Hall Cafeteria, 2nd floor
Vieacliy plopfal and ; 2415 University Avenue, East Palo Alto
Cola's ort iremsfivems the ardineTy nlo Thur., Oct. 18: Tree Planting
powarfld oual keoode Anadews Objects. 300=-5:00ma  Bell Street Park
550 Bell Street (near YMLCA)
ETT Sat., Oct. Z0: Tree Planting
T 900-Noon  Bell Street Park
Wadramey=fynder | | sm=5 pm, Tharsday untl 4 pm
Cin ths Banbarsd mmrpim, =17 Palrm Dres o5 Mhumsum Wy 550 Bell Street (near YMCA)
$50-TRI-41T7 ersEeannkriede Sat, Oct. 27: Workshop: Selecting & Planting Young Trees
Froa s Thomrysing xi. 1215 pun, Tavip rlyyn. wmall Zoralgey wi 2 pn g00-Noon Palo Alto High School

50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto

To partl d pate, contact Canopy, o84—6110, or emall, geneveadcancpy. org
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